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Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to announce our symposium new themed RoGeMoPorTur Ill:
Personifications and Allegories in Ancient Mosaics to be held in Nikaia-iznik / Bursa /
Turkiye between 19 — 21 June 2026.

One of the most decisive aspects of the cultural richness of the western world is
undoubtedly the presence and interaction of different cultures. Contacts between people
from other cultures and regions have always existed, and a symbiosis between the existing
and the new has led to the emergence of new cultural expressions. Politics and trade,
territorial expansion, and the settlement of conquered lands were important factors in the
cultural and artistic exchange between the different regions of the Roman Empire. This
exchange is well represented in the numerous testimonies of our Hellenistic and Roman
heritage.

The RoGeMoPorTur project (Roman Geometric Mosaics in Portugal and Tirkiye: A
Comparative Study) is essentially a pilot project for scientific collaboration in the field of
Roman mosaic studies between researchers from different disciplines such as archaeology,
art history, conservation, and restoration from Portugal and Tirkiye. It aims to identify and
comparatively analyze the interaction of cultures reflected in Roman mosaics on the
territory of Portugal and Tdrkiye.

It aims to describe and comparatively analyze the interaction of cultures reflected in
the Roman mosaics on the territory of Portugal and Tirkiye. It is also to explain, to the
extent possible, the cultural exchange and interaction between East and West, resulting
from the mobility of artisans, trade, and contacts between different parts of the Empire.

To this end, the RoGeMoPorTur project was initiated and the first colloquia were
held in Alter-do-Chdo from July 1 to 3, 2016, and and the second in Lagos from February 28
to March 2, 2025.

The third international symposium of the RoGeMoPorTur Project will take place in
Bursa between 19 and 21 June 2026, hosted by iznik Municipality. The theme of this year’s
symposium is *Personifications and Allegories in Ancient Mosaics*, with a particular



emphasis on representations of the divisions of the year, including Aion, the Seasons
(Horae), and the Zodiac.

In Roman art, personifications and allegorical figures served as more than
ornamental motifs—they were rich symbolic tools that communicated cosmological,
temporal, and ideological concepts. Such imagery was especially prominent in mosaic
programs across the Roman Empire, reflecting both localized artistic traditions and shared
cultural narratives. The depiction of the cyclical passage of time and abstract natural
forces helped to visually articulate Roman perceptions of order, identity, and the cosmos.

The symposium will feature presentations on mosaics from various regions of the
Mediterranean, focusing on the iconography, stylistic features, and cultural contexts of
these allegorical themes. Researchers in archaeology, art history, and related fields are
invited to contribute.

Peer-reviewed papers from the symposium will be published in the *Journal of
Mosaic Research* in 2027.
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3. Uluslararasi Toplanti
ANTIK MOZAIKLERDE KiSILESTIRMELER VE ALEGORILER
19 — 21 Haziran 2026 - Nikaia-iznik / Bursa / Tiirkiye
3. Sirkiiler

Degerli Meslektaslarimiz,

19 - 21 Haziran 2026 tarihleri arasinda Nikaia-iznik / Bursa / Tiirkiye’de diizenlenecek
olan Antik Mozaiklerde Kisilestirmeler ve Alegoriler: Yilin Bolimleri yeni temal
sempozyumumuzu sizlere duyurmaktan memnuniyet duyariz.

Bati dinyasinin kiltirel zenginliginin en belirleyici yonlerinden biri stphesiz farkli
kalturlerin varhg ve karsilikl etkilesimidir. Farkh kiltirlerden ve bdlgelerden insanlar
arasindaki temaslar her zaman var olmustur ve mevcut olanla yeni olan arasindaki bir ortak
yasam yeni kiltirel ifadelerin ortaya cikmasina neden olmustur. Siyaset ve ticaret, toprak
genislemesi ve fethedilen topraklarin iskani gibi faktérler Roma imparatorlugu’nun farkli
bolgeleri arasindaki kiiltlirel ve sanatsal alisveriste 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu alisveris, Helenistik
ve Roma mirasimizin sayisiz tanikhginda iyi temsil edilmektedir

RoGeMoPorTur projesi (Portekiz ve Tirkiye’deki Roma Geometrik Mozaikleri:
Karsilastirmali  Bir Calisma) esasen Portekiz ve Tirkiye’den arkeoloji, sanat tarihi,
konservasyon ve restorasyon gibi farkl disiplinlerde yer alan arastirmacilar arasinda Roma
mozaik ¢alismalari alaninda bilimsel is birligine yonelik bir pilot projedir. Amaci, Portekiz ve
Turkiye topraklarindaki Roma mozaiklerinde yansitilan kiltlrlerin etkilesimini tanimlamak ve
karsilastirmali olarak analiz etmektir. Bununla birlikte mimkiin oldugu 6lclide zanaatkarlarin
hareketliligi, ticaret ve imparatorlugun farkli bélgeleri arasindaki temaslardan kaynaklanan
Dogu ve Bati arasindaki kultirel aligverisi ve etkilesimi tanimlamaktir. Bu amagla,
RoGeMoPorTur projesi baslatilmis olup Sempozyumlarlardan ilki 1 - 3 Temmuz 2016 tarihleri
arasinda Alter-do-Chao’da, digeri 28 Subat - 2 Mart 2025 tarihleri arasinda Lagos’da
dizenlenmistir.

RoGeMoPorTur Projesi'nin liglincii uluslararasi sempozyumu, 19-21 Haziran 2026
tarihleri arasinda Bursa'da iznik Belediyesi'nin ev sahipliginde gerceklestirilecektir. Bu yilki
sempozyumun temasi *Antik Mozaiklerdeki Kisilestirmeler ve Alegoriler* olup, 6zellikle
Aion, Mevsimler (Horae) ve Zodyak dahil olmak ilizere yilin boliimlerinin temsiline
odaklanilacaktir.

Roma sanatinda kisilestirme ve alegorik figiirler yalnizca dekoratif 6geler degil, ayni
zamanda kozmolojik, zamansal ve ideolojik anlamlar tasiyan simgesel anlatim araglaridir.
Bu tiir imgeler, Roma imparatorlugu'ndaki mozaik programlarinda 6zellikle 6ne ¢ikiyordu



ve hem yerel sanat geleneklerini hem de ortak kiiltiirel anlatilan yansitiyordu. Zamanin
dongiisel gegisinin ve soyut doga giiclerinin tasviri, Romalilarin diizen, kimlik ve kozmos
algilarini gorsel olarak ifade etmelerine yardimci oluyordu.

Sempozyumda, Akdeniz’in farkli bolgelerinden mozaikler araciligiyla bu temalarin
ikonografisi, Uslup 6zellikleri ve baglamsal yorumlari ele alinacaktir. Arkeoloji, sanat tarihi ve
ilgili alanlardaki arastirmacilarin katkilari beklenmektedir.

Sempozyumda sunulan ve hakem degerlendirmesinden gecgen bildiriler, 2027 yilinda
*Journal of Mosaic Research* dergisinde yayimlanacaktir.
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